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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  Potters  Bar  for  the  year  I9S6.  It  has  been 
compiled  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Circular  1/67 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  vital  statistics  relating  to  the  district  which  appear 
on  pages  3  and  4  generally  are  little  different  from  those  for 
1965.  There  is,  however,  a  welcome  reduction  in  the  number  of 
still-births,  and  the  various  rates  in  connection  with  Infant 
Mortality  are  even  raore  favourable  than  those  for  1965*  la 
fact  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  births  is,  with 
one  exception,  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  It  is  most  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  report  that  once  more  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  approximately  the  same  as  last 
year  and  once  again  most  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  the  various 
forms  of  heart  disease  and  cancer.  For  the  third  consecutive 
year  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis 
and  it  should  be  noted  that  this  trend  is  occurring  after  a  long 
period  when  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  distressing  complaint 
showed  an  increase  year  after  year.  There  are  very  many  factors 
which  affect  the  incidence  of  bronchitis  but  it  is  universally 
accepted  that  one  of  the  most  important  is  atmospheric  pollution. 
It  may  be  of  some  significance  that  pollution  in  Potters  Bar  has 
also  decreased  over  the  same  period  as  the  reduction  in  bronchitis 
deaths. 


I  think  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
resumed  the  Smoke  Control  programme  -  first  initiated  in 
September,  1962.  Situated  as  we  are  to  the  north  of  the 
densely  developed  London  area,  however,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  this  district  benefits  from  the  work  of  the  London  Boroughs 
whose  efforts  for  Clean  Air  have  been  going  on  for  many  years. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  other  than 
measles  was  again  very  small.  There  were  three  notified  cases 
of  food  poisoning,  one  scarlet  and  one  typhoid  fever  but  all  of 
them  proved  to  be  isolated  cases  and  fortunately  no  general 
spread  of  infection  occurred. 

Only  one  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  the 
year  and  only  one  death  occurred.  The  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1966  (7l)  was  the  lowest  for  very 
many  years. 

1966  was  the  first  completed  year  of  our  incorporation  into 
the  County  of  Hertfordshire  and  I  am  most  happy  to  say  that  the 
excellent  relationship  between  the  two  Authorities  to  which  I 
referred  in  my  last  report  has  continued. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  express  my  thanks  to  all 
members  of  the  Public  Health  staff  for  their  continued  assistance 
in  various  ways  -  and  especially  to  Mr.  Rooley  and  Mr.  Rixson  who, 
as  always  uphold  the  high  standards  of  the  Department. 

I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.I .  OUTRAN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Section  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Population  (mid  I966  -  Registrar  General's 
Estimate)  . .  • •  ••  • .  « .  •  *  . .  . .  , ,  , .  24,  650 

Number  of  rated  domestic  premises  (1st  April, I966)  7 >960 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April, 1966)  ..  ..  .  €1,319,657 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (year  commencing 

1st  April,  1966)  .  £5,460 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  Births  . .  . .  . .  402 

Live  birth-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  16. 3 

Live  birth-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  16. 3 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England 

and  Wales .  17.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.2 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births’  12.3 

Total  live  and  still-births .  407 

Infant  Mortality 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ..  .  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  total  7.5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for 

England  and  Wales .  1J..0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

legitimate . 7^ 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

illegitimate  . jjjl 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(first  four  weeks) .  7^5 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for 

England  and  Wales .  12.9 

Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(first  week)  . ^  q 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  ),'  17.3 


Maternal  mortality 


Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  NIL 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

for  England  and  Vales . „  . .  . .  .  0.3 


Deaths 

Death-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  . .  . .  8.7 
Death-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  . .  ..  . .  9°  5 
Death-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Vales  11.7 


Births 


1966 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Mai  e 

Femal e 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

197 

184 

381 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

12 

9 

21 

- 

TOTALS 

209 

193 

402 

2 

3 

5 

DEATHS  -  Causes 


Total 


Male  Female 


Tuberoulosis  -  Respiratory  System  .. 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis  -  other  forms  . 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

1 

0 

1 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

0 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  -  all  forms  and  other  malignant 
neoplasms  . 

20 

23 

43 

Deukaemia  . .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Diabetes  . 

1 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

21 

34 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

41 

2b 

69 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

4 

7 

11 

Influenza  . 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . . 

3 

11 

14 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

7 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

2 

0 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

0 

0 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

2 

0 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

0 

0 

0 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

4 

0 

4 

Other  Accidents  .  . . 

1 

5 

6 

Suicide  . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  causes  . 

5 

7 

12 

Totals 

103 

111 

214 

Notes:  No  deaths  occurred  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Meningococcal  Infections,  Pregnancy, 
Childbirth  or  Abortion. 


The  following1  tables  show  details  of  statistics  for  the 
years  since  1941. 

1.  POPULATION,  RATEABLE  VALUE,  etc. 


Year 

Number  of 
Rated  Domestic 
Premises 

Rateable  Value 
of  District 
at  1st  April 

Population  ’ 
(mid-year) 

1921  (Census) 

— 

£ 

- 

3135 

1931  (Census) 

- 

5720  ' 

1941 

4429 

| 

150,369 

14850 

1942 

4429. 

.  153,210 

14660 

-1943 

4431. 

152,572 

14290 

1944 

4432 

152,896 

14190 

1945 

4432. 

153,286 

14270 

1946 

4554 

-.152,792^ 

15350 

1947 

4724 

.157,834 

16120 

1948 

4837 

162,743. 

I634O 

1949 

5006. 

.  163,376 

I654O 

1950 

5028 

168,3  64. 

16660 

1951 

5074 

169,444 

16800  (Estimate) 
17163  (Census) 

1932 

5149 

•  171,671 

16970 

1953 

5247 

174,831 

17210 

1954 

5286 

•  180,300 

17620 

1955 

5485 

•  187',  121 

17790 

1956 

5700 

193,264 

18910 

1957 

6400 

332,572 

20370 

1958 

6970  • 

346,170 

22000 

1959 

7219-  • 

366,460 

22750-  • 

i960 

7300- 

389‘>  254 

23140 

1961 

7500 

405,349 

23080  (Estimate) 
23360  (Census) 

1962 

7559 

422,417 

23530 

1963 

7637 

1,229,341  * 

23870 

1964 

7685 

1,253,012 

24120 

1965 

7832 

1,296,030 

24440 

1966 

7960 

1,319,657 

24650 

*  New  Valuation  List  came  into  force  1st  April,  1963. 


2.  DEATH  RATE,  BIRTH  RATE,  etc,  (unadjusted) 


Year 

1 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality- 
Rate 

1941 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1942 

9.9 

17.1 

23.9 

1943 

9-7 

17.4 

16.1 

1944 

8.9 

20.6 

30.8 

1945 

10.4 

15.4 

36.4 

1946 

8.7 

18. 4 

14.1 

1947 

8.9 

19.0 

32.6 

1948 

7.8 

17.7 

6.9 

1949 

7.8 

15.3 

15.9 

1950 

8.4 

15.2 

19.8 

1951 

9.8 

14.6 

24.5 

1952 

8.9 

13.8 

21.3 

1953 

8.3 

14.2 

I6.4 

1954 

7.4 

14.0 

12.1 

1955 

8.0 

13.6 

8.3 

1956 

9.2 

15.7 

27.0 

1957 

8.5 

15.5 

15.8 

1958 

7-7 

18.1 

10.1 

1959 

8.8 

16.0 

19 ‘3 

I960 

8.1 

17.1 

20.2 

1961 

7.2 

17.0 

10.2 

1962 

8.4 

16.7 

10.2 

1963 

8.8 

17.0 

12.3 

1964 

8.7 

19.0 

19.6 

1965 

8.8 

16.2 

17.7 

1966 

8.7 

16.3 

7.5 

+  Figures  not  available 


Section  B 


GMBRAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


FOR  THE  AREA 


The  Council's  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
deals  with  all  matters  now  dealt  with  in  the  Department. 

A  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee 
deals  with  Home  Safety. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time) s 
M.I.  OUTRAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Housing  Managers 
Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  &  Shops  Acts 

*J.H.  ROOLEY,  K.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors 

*R.W.  RIXSON,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I . 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 
F.J.  ORRIGAN,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Rodent  Operators 

C-.S.  MARTI U 


*  In  addition  to  the  basic  qualification  and 
diploma  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  these 
officers  hold  the  diploma  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Health  in  "Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and 
Public  Works". 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Central  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Colindale,  N.W.9.  This  laboratory  is  directed  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
were:- 


Liquid  pasteurised  egg 
Ice-Cream  Samples  , . 
Stools  . .  . . 


•  •  • «  3 

» «  . .  70 

..  ..  15 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council  and  vehicles  are  kept  at  various  stations 
throughout  the  County.  Since  the  transfer  of  Potters  Bar 
into  Hertfordshire  ambulances  have  operated  from  the  Fire  and 
Ambulance  Station,  Mutton  Lane. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

There  is  a  domiciliary  service  of  midwifery  and  general 
nursing  in  operation  in  the  district  provided  by  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLTNTCS 


There  are  two  clinics  -  one  at  The  Elms,  High  Street, 

Potters  Bar,  and  one  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton  Lane.  Both 
these  centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Divisional  Health 
ommittee  and  give  facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity  and  child 
well are,  dental  and  chiropody  services. 


HOSPITALS 


There  are  two  hospitals  within  the  district  -  Potters  Bar 
a^dc]Di!1trict  HosPitals  Mutton  Lane,  and  the  Clare  Hall  Hospital 
at  South  Mimms.  They  are  controlled  by  the  Barnet  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to 
hospital  are  normally  sent  to  Coppett’s  Wood  Hospital. 

The  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Potters  Bar 

Hall. 


area  is  held  at  Clare 


Section  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  District  is  supplied  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water 
Company  and  all  houses  have  a  mains  supply.  During  the 
year  473  samples  representative  of  supply  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  9  samples  for  chemical 
analysis. 

All  conformed  to  standards  of  purity  considered 
suitable  for  public  supply. 

The  water  supply  is  not  plumbo- solvent. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


On  the  sewerage  system  and  sewage  disposal  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows 

"In  last  year's  report  reference  was  made  to  a 
major  scheme  to  deal  with  the  surface  water  problem 
in  the  area  between  Darkes  Lane  and  the  High  Street, 
and  in  particular,  to  cater  for  the  considerable 
business  and  office  development  adjacent  to  the 
shopping  area. 

This  work  has  been  held  up  due  to  restrictions 
on  capital  expenditure,  but  as  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  second  stage  of  the  office  development  in  the  High 
Street  will  be  commenced  this  year  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  have  now  agreed  that 
tenders  can  be  invited  for  the  work.  It  is  expected  that 
this  scheme  will  be  commenced  during  the  summer  of  1967* 

The  usual  programme  of  maintenance  and  repair  work 
on  soil  sewers  has  continued  to  ensure  that  both  soil 
and  surface  water  systems  present  the  minimum  of  problems. 

The  problem  of  infiltration  of  surface  water  into 
soil  sewers  is  still  being  investigated  but  it  has  not  yet 
been  possible  to  submit  a  scheme  to  the  Council  to  deal 
with  this. 

In  November  last  year  the  West  Hertfordshire 
Main  Drainage  Authority  again  called  this  Council's 
attention  to  excess  flows  recorded  on  certain  occasions 
in  soil  sewers  in  time  of  heavy  and  prolonged  rain,  and 


this  Council  has  been  asked  to  submit  their  ideas  on  how 
to  deal  with  this  problem  within  the  next  twelve  months. 

Apart  from  these  problems  arrangements  for  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district  are  adequate”. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports 

"Street  cleansing  has  continued  satisfactorily 
based  upon  the  use  of  mechanical  means  for  all  roads 
in  the  district,  the  footpaths  receiving  attention  by 
normal  sweeping  methods. 

Gully  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  contract,  and 
Contract  Gully  Cleansing  Limited  have  given  satisfaction 
throughout  the  year. 

The  collection  of  both  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is 
still  carried  out  by  D.  Heath  and  Sons  Limited,  who  have 
given  full  co-operation  in  maintaining  an  efficient 
service  within  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  the  St. Albans 
Sand  &  Gravel  Company  Limited”. 


SWIMMING  POOL 


The  construction  of  a  new  public  swimming  pool  began  in 
1966  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  during  1968. 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

In  accordance  with  Section  153  (l)  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1961,  particulars  of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the 
Act  are  shown  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


(a)  Removal  to  Hospital 

In  certain  circumstances  under  Section  47  of  this  Act, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  arrange  the  compu'1  sory 
removal  to  hospital  of  aged  or  infjrm  persons  who  are  not 
receiving  proper  care  and  attention.  During  19 66  it  was  not 
necessary  to  use  these  powers. 

(h)  Burial  of  the  Dead 

Under  Section  50  of  the  Act,  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  District  Council  to  arrange  the  burial  or  cremation 
of  all  persons  who  die  in  the  district  for  whom  no  suitable 
arrangements  otherwise  would  be  made.  No  occasions  arose 
during  1966  when  it  was  necessary  to  use  these  powers. 

SECTION  D  -  Housing 

(See  page  17  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report.) 
SECTION  E  -  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood 

(See  page  19  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report.) 

Section  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  during  the 
year,  1966  wepes- 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Measles 

217 

— 

- 

Typhoid 

1 

1 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

- 

- 

Food  Foisoning 

3 

- 

- 

Totals 

233 

1 

- 

The  following  figures  show  notifications  of  certain 
infectious  diseases  since  19415- 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1941 

23 

4 

0 

271 

137 

1942 

53 

4 

3 

194 

132 

1943 

35 

0 

0 

280 

51 

1944 

10 

0 

0 

23 

76 

1945 

14 

0 

0 

287 

22 

1946 

36 

1 

8 

104 

44 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

51 

58 

1948 

17 

0 

1 

108 

57 

1949 

11 

0 

1 

278 

43 

1950 

44 

0 

8 

306 

144 

1951 

15 

0 

3 

179 

67 

1952 

17 

0 

1 

I64 

21 

1953 

22 

0 

l 

381 

142 

1954 

23 

0 

0 

8 

35 

1955 

4 

0 

1 

537 

9 

1956 

2 

0 

1 

30 

25 

1957 

6 

0 

0 

301 

16 

1958 

11 

0 

1 

20 

6 

1959 

5 

0 

1 

698 

9 

I960 

1 

0 

1 

16 

77 

1961 

0 

0 

2 

440 

3 

1962 

4 

0 

0 

36 

2 

1963 

4 

0 

0 

413 

21 

1964 

2 

0 

0 

27 

34 

1965 

2 

0 

0 

332 

3 

19  66 

1 

0 

0 

217 

11 

Immunisation 


This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  and  he  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  schedule  of  the 
number  of  children  in  rotters  Bar  who  received  the  various  forms 
of  immunisation  during  19 66. 


Triple 

Immunisation 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

Polio 

Smallpox 

Primary 

391 

50 

526 

295 

Booster  Doses 

250 

443 

410 

10 

Tuberculosis  -  1966 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Age 

Periods 

M 

F  ■ 

. M‘  ' 

F  ’ 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1-5 
5-15 
15-25 
25-35 
35-45 
45-55 
55-65 
Over  65 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

1966 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Totals 

1965 

2 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the 
commencement  and  end  of  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following 
table,  as  the  foregoing  gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  out¬ 
ward  transfers,  or  of  persons  cured,, 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

PI 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

lOT-cLL 

Total  on  register ‘ 
at  commencement 
of  year 

42 

37 

79 

1 

1 

2 

81 

Total  on  register 
at  end  of  year 

35 

30 

65 

1 

1 

2 

67 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  pages  contain  my  report  for  the  year  19 66  - 
the  twenty- fifth  I  have  submitted  to  this  Council.  Because  of 
pressure  on  time  and  man  power  some  of  the  more  detailed 
information  given  in  previous  years  has  had  to  be  omitted  from 
this  report  but  descriptions  of  the  more  important  functions  of 
the  Department  have  not  been  curtailed. 

The  only  new  legislation  of  1966  affecting  the  Department 
was  the  Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations,  the  provisions  of  which  became  operative  on  the 
1st  January,  1967*  The  year  was  one  of  the  very  few  postwar  years 
when  new  major  legislation  was  not  enacted.  Since  1949 »  the 
number  of  major  enactments  placing  new  and  extended  duties  on  the 
staff  of  the  Department  is  very  great  and  includes  such  measures  as 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949;  Rag  Flock  and 
other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951;  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951? 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955;  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
1955  and  i960  and  several  other  regulations  controlling 
production  and  handling  of  various  foods;  Clean  Air  Act, 

1956;  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  &  Welfare  Provisions) 

Act,  1956;  Housing  Acts,  1957 s  1961  and  1964;  Rent  Act, 

1957;  Housing  Financial  Provisions  Act,  1958;  House  Purchase 
&  Housing  Act,  1959;  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I96O;  Caravan 
Sites  &  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960;  Public  Health 
Act,  1961 ;  Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961;  Offices,  Shops  & 
Railway  Premises  Act,  1963;  Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964* 

Members  will  appreciate  that  the  time  which  can  be  devoted 
to  certain  of  the  more  mundane  functions,  e.g.  routine 
inspection  of  the  district  and  certain  specialist  premises  such 
as  schools,  factories,  food  establishments,  shops,  etc.  is 
less  than  could  be  given  in  former  years  and,  I  am  afraid,  in 
some  instances  less  than  that  which  is  desirable. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  year  was  the  making 
of  the  Smoke  Control  Order  Number  2  which  covered  about  1,250 
properties  in  the  district.  It  is  natural  that  the  enthusiasm 
for  measures  which  affect  the  day  to  day  life  of  many  inhabitants 
and  which  have  a  substantial  cost,  both  to  those  immediately 
concerned  and  the  rate-payers  in  general,  is  not  universal. 

I  am  most  firmly  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  the  steps  the 
Council  have  taken  axe  right  and  that  the  cost  is  negligible 
compared  with  the  benefits  which  result  -  not  only  to  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  but  in  the  reduction  of  damage  done  to 
buildings,  agriculture  and  horticulture  by  the  emission  and 
deposit  of  smoke  and  fumes. 


One  of  the  commonest  criticisms  of  the  creation  of  smoke 
control  areas  is  that,  while  the  emission  of  smoke  is  reduced, 
the  output  of  sulphur  dioxide  is  not  affected  greatly.  Recently 
I  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  report  of  the  Warren  Spring 
Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Technology  on  atmospheric 
pollution  during  the  period  1958-1966.  Part  of  this  report 
assesses  the  results  of  smoke  control  and  it  is  rather 
interesting  to  read  that  experience  has  shown  that  the  emission 
of  oxides  of  sulphur  in  smoke  control  areas  is  usually  reduced 
by  about  40$.  The  decrease  in  purely  residential  smoke 
control  areas  could  be  even  more.  Another  important  benefit 
of  smoke  control,  of  course,  is  that  most  families  subsequently 
enjoy  a  much  higher  standard  of  heating  and  comfort  in  their 
homes. 


Work  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  offices  and 
shops  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
continued  throughout  the  year,  although  the  number  of  visits, 
for  reasons  stated  above,  had  to  be  reduced. 

The  district  is  fortunate  in  that  the  general  standard 
of  housing  in  the  area  is  very  high  and  the  Council's  programme 
for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  is  now  nearly  at  its  end.  Only 
three  houses  were  formally  represented  under  the  Housing  Acts 
but  in  addition  to  these,  20  other  properties  were 
demolished,  either  by  the  Council  or  by  the  owners  after 
informal  negotiations.  More  details  on  this  subject  are 
given  later  in  the  report. 

Fortunately,  there  were  no  changes  in  the  inspectorial 
staff  during  the  year  but  several  occurred  in  the  clerical 
section.  Apart  from  this,  however,  members  of  the  staff 
gave  excellent  service  throughout  the  year  and  have  worked 
conscientiously. 


Your  obedient  servant 


J.H.  R00LEY 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 


Good  housing  conditions  are  essential  to  the  health  and 
welfare  of  every  family  and  the  attainment  of  this  standard  is  one 
of  the  most  important  and  rewarding  of  the  department’s  functions. 
These  duties  involve  the  repair  of  unfit  houses  which  are  capable 
of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost;  the  demolition  or  closure  of 
those  houses  which  are  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a 
reasonable  cost;  and  the  improvement,  by  means  of  improvement 
grants,  of  those  houses  which,  although  sound  in  structure,  are 
lacking  in  modem  amenities  such  as  bathroom,  internal  w. c., 
domestic  hot  water  supply,  a  wash  basin  and  proper  facilities 
for  the  storage  of  food. 

Throughout  the  years  much  has  been  achieved  by  the  demolition 
of  most  of  the  really  bad  properties  and  their  replacement  by 
houses  conforming  to  modem  standards,  by  the  repair  of  those 
houses  considered  suitable  for  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and 
by  a  limited  number  of  improvement  grants.  Today,  therefore, 
although  a  few  unfit  properties  remain  and  some  are  still  without 
modem  amenities,  the  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the 
urban  district  can  be  regarded  as  good  and  no  longer  a  serious 
problem. 


Slum  Clearance 


Limited  progress  was  made  in  the  clearance  of  some  of  the  few 
remaining  unfit  dwelling  houses.  One  farm  worker's  cottage  owned 
by  the  Greater  London  Council  and  leased  to  a  local  farmer  was 
inspected  as  a  result  of  complaint,  and  found  to  be  unfit  and 
incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost.  After  informal  approaches 
to  the  owners  and  farmer  it  was  agreed  the  house  must  be  demolished. 

Twenty  houses,  including  numbers  95/115  Southgate  Road  and 
170/182  Barnet  Road  which  were  purchased  by  the  Council  in  1964? 
were  demolished. 


Repair 

In  addition  to  procedure  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957s  and  inspections  in  connection  with  improvement  grants, 
11  primary  inspections  of  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  were  carried  out  as  a  result  of  complaints  received. 
These  figures  do  not  include  those  houses  dealt  with  for  choked 
drainage  only  and  which  numbered  48  being  the  houses  affected 
by  34  blockages. 

Luring  the  year  defects  at  5  dwelling  houses  were  remedied 
after  formal  or  informal  action. 


Improvement  Grants 


During  the  year,  one  formal  application  for  a 
discretionary  grant  and  two  applications  for  standard 
grants  were  received  and  subsequently  approved  by  the 
Council.  Details  of  these  applications  are  given  belows- 


Premises 


Discretionary  Grant  Cost  £  Amount 

ITature  of  Improvements  of  Grant 


52,  Quakers  Lane  Provision  of  bathroom, 

internal  W.C.,  domestic 
hot  £  cold  water  supplies 
£  ventilated  food  store. 


£692. 

(£346). 


Standard  Grants 


97 >  Church  Road 


Provision  of  fixed  bath, 
wash  basin,  domestic  hot 
and  cold  water  supplies; 
internal  W.C.  and  ventilated 
food  store. 


Max.  grant 

£155. 


35,  Park  Avenue 


Conversion  of  bedroom  into 
bathroom  comprising  fixed 
bath,  wash  basin,  internal 
W.C.,  provision  of  hot  and 
cold  water  supplies. 


Max.  grant 

£120. 


In  addition  to  the  above, 
schemes  were  considered. 


several  informal  improvement 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
received  during  the  year. 


Housing  Management 

The  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department  is  a  dual 
department  in  that  it  deals  with  all  public  health  functions 
of  the  Council  and  also  those  of  housing  management. 

The  management  of  Council  houses  is  not  a  subject 
required  by  the  Ministry  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Annual  Report, 
but  given  below  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  main  items  affecting 


the  year  under  review.  It  is  not  intended  to  be  a  comprehensive 
report  on  all  details  of  housing  management  which  are  dealt  with 
in  the  department. 

During  1966  only  four  now  dwellings  were  built  -  four 
single  bedroom  flats,  which  completed  the  development  at 
Wayside.  Nineteen  private  properties,  built  shortly  before 
the  last  war,  were  offered  to  the  Council,  however,  and  the 
purchase  of  these  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

They  will  prove  a  useful  addition  to  the  Council's  total  stock 
of  properties. 

'fork  was  commenced  on  the  construction  of  single  bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows  on  a  site  in  Barnet  Road  and  also  on  the 
scheme  for  12  single  bedroom  bungalows  on  the  land  at  the  rear 
of  Cecil  Cottages,  South  Mimms.  These  properties  are  to  be  used 
initially  to  house  the  tenants  from  Cecil  Cottages  so  that  the 
major  improvement  scheme  for  these  cottages  can  be  carried  out. 

Work  was  also  started  on  the  hfutton  Lane  site. 

In  all,  during  the  year,  6l  lettings  were  made  and  31 
families  were  housed  from  the  waiting  list  (including  five  families 
from  houses  to  be  demolished  under  the  Council's  scheme  for  dealing 
with  unfit  properties).  Thirty  transfers  took  place  and  several 
of  these  involved  tenants  moving  from  accommodation  which  was 
much  too  large  for  their  needs  to  smaller  properties  thus  releasing 
the  houses  for  applicants  from  the  waiting  list. 

A  group  of  six  postwar  single  bedroom  bungalows  (the  first 
to  be  erected  aft^r  the  war)  were  improved  by  the  installation  of 
solid  fuel  central  heating  and  this  was  very  much  appreciated  by 
t^e  elderly  tenants. 

Fourteen  additional  garages  were  provided  during  1966.  These 
were  at  Wayside,  built  in  conjunction  with  the  flats  and  bungalows 
already  referred  to.  Unfortuna/tely,  it  was  not  possible  to  start 
the  scheme  of  providing  garages  in  gardens  on  the  Dugdale  Hill 
Estate,  referred  to  in  last  year's  report. 

The  waiting  list  for  Council  accommodation  increased  during 
the  year  and  at  31st  December  the  outstanding  applications 
numbered  431-,  plus  15  on  the  deferred  list. 


INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  0^  ^00D 


Once  more  I  have  to  report  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
public  health  inspectors'  time  was  devoted  to  the  unspectacular  but 


nevertheless  important  duty  of  ensuring,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  cleanliness  and  safety  of  the  food  supplies.  This  work 
not  only  entailed  the  inspection  of  food  and  all  the  various 
types  of  food  premises  and  vehicles,  but  "on  the  spot" 
education  and  advice  to  food  handlers  and  management  on  the 
subject  of  f  iod  hygiene. 

295  inspections  and  other  visits  were  made  to  the 
various  food  premises,  vehicles,  etc.  in  which  food  was 
prepared,  stored  or  sold.  22  informal  and  1  formal  notice 
under  the  .Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  i960  were  served,  and  22  informal  notices  and 
1  formal  notice  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 

The  tables  that  follow  show  at  the  31st  December,  1966 
the  principal  food  trades  in  the  district,  and  the  number 
registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955:- 


Catering  Establishments 


(a)  Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  . .  . .  22 

(b)  School  Meals  Centres  ..  . .  ..  . .  . .  . .  n 

(c)  Works  Canteens  . .  . .  . .  .  „  , .  ]_o 

(d)  Hospital  and  Institution  Kitchens  .  8 


Bakehouses 
Butchers 
Fishmongers  . . 

Grocers  . . 

Greengrocers 

Milk  Distributing  Depots 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Public  Houses 
Sweet  Shops 


1 

16 

5 

32 

14 

2 

5 

13 

18 


Ice-cream: - 


Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  NIL 

Vendors  only  (Registered)  ..  . .  ..  . .  . .  42 


Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under 


Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  195b 
Storage,  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ..  . .  44 


Manufacture  of  sausages  .  12 

Boiling  of  hams  .  6 

Cooking  of  poultry  . .  .  3 

Frying  of  fish  .  2 

Pickling  of  pork  and  beef .  1 

Preserved  foods  .  1 


69 


Certificates  of  Exemption 

No  Certificates  of  Exemption  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  I960  were  issued  during  the  year. 


Ice-cream 


Most  of  the  ice-cream  retailed  within  the  district  was 
obtained  from  large  scale  manufacturers  outside  the  district, 
and  as  usual  there  were  a  few  itinerant  traders  selling  in  the 
district  from  premises  outside.  During;  the  year  one  cafe 
proprietor  installed  the  necessary  equipment  for  processing  soft 
ice-cream  for  retail  from  his  premises. 

Two  new  applications  for  registration  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
were  received,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  44  premises 
registered. 

During  1966,  'JO  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  and 
subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test  at  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Colindale.  The  results  were  as  follows;- 


Satisfactory 

Grade  1  Grade  2 

Unsatisfactory 
Grade  3  Grade  4 

62  6 

1  1 

Both  unsatisfactory  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained 
from  the  new  soft  ice-cream  processing  plant  and  although 
no  definite  reasons  could  be  found  for  these  low  grade  samples 
it  was  felt  that  failure  in  cleansing  and  sterilizing  technique 
was  probably  responsible.  Samples  taken  immediately  subsequent 
to  unsatisfactory  results  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Food  Poisoning 


Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  or  otherwise 
ascertained  during  1966.  Two  of  the  cases  were  due  to 
Sc  Typhi-murium  and  the  others  to  the  much  rarer  S.  Infantis. 
In  no  case  was  the  source  of  infection  definitely  established. 

The  first  case  of  S.  Infantis  concerned  a  man  who  had 
returned  from  a  business  trip  to  Turkey  two  days  prior  to  the 
onset  of  symptoms,  and  the  second  case,  his  wife,  wan 
discovered  by  stool  examination  about  three  weeks  later.  She 
did  not  accompany  her  husband  to  Turkey. 


Inspection  and  sampling  of  food 

During  the  year  11  food  complaints  were  received  from 
members  of  the  public  and  investigated  by  the  department. 
Seven  of  these  complaints  referred  to  alleged  ■unsoundness  in 
the  food  purchased  and  four  of  foreign  bodies  in  food.  All 
were  dealt  with  informally  and  in  no  case  was  it  felt 
justified  to  recommend  legal  proceedings,  although  warnings 
were  given  where  necessary. 


Several  other  food  complaints  concerning  foreign  matter 
in  food  were  referred  directly  to  the  County  Council  as  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority. 


The  quantity  of  food  which  was  examined  and  found  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  subsequently  surrendered  and 
destroyed  wass 

Unsound  Food  -  1966 

lbs.  ozs. 


Butchers  meat  . .  . .  . . . 

F  oul try  ..  .  .  c»  ..  «.  00  . 

Canned  meat  ..  .0  ..  . .  ..  o 

Fish  . .  . . 

Fruit  and  vegetables  (tinned) 

Other  foods 

Milk  .  . .  . 


102 

32 

16 

3 

157 

688 

6 


8 

8 

4 


8  cwts.  3  qtrs.  25  lbs.  4  ozs. 


In  addition  145  packets  of  various  frozen  foods  were 
surrendered  due  to  breakdown  in  refrigeration  and  60  eggs 
were  destroyed. 


All  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  by  ^urial  at  the 
Council's  refuse  tips. 

In  addition  to  the  investigation  by  the  County  of 
specific  complaints  concerning  the  sale  of  food  not  of  the 
nature  substance  or  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser,  the 
routine  sampling  of  food  for  adulteration,  etc.  was  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Control  Department  of  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council.  Mr.  E.A.  Hisbet,  Chief  Officer  of  that 
department  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information 
concerning  samples  taken  in  Potters  Ear  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1966:- 


Sample 


Report  and  comment 


General 


Scotch  V/hisky  Flavoured 
marmalade 
Seasoning 
Mus tard 
Demi  Sel 

Sweet  and  Sour  Sauce 

Chocolate  Polka  Dots 

Blackcurrant  Health  Drink 

Mincemeat 

Orange  Juice 

Ice  Cream  Powder 

Drugs 

Durenate 

Tresanide 

Ganatol 

Thiazanide 

Thalazale 

Milk  -  15 


Genuine 


Genuine 

n 

n 

M 

ti 

Genuine 


Complaints 


Bread 

it 

n 

11 


Margarine 


Contained  piece  of  wood  -  Caution 

"  wooden  splinter  -  Fined  £50. 

plus  costs. 

"  piece  of  wire  -  Caution 

"  Insect  -  Fined  £10. 

"  bristles  -  Fined  £25*  plus  costs, 
"  metal  -  Prosecution  pending. 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1965 


Three  samples  of  liquid  egg  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale  and  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Legal  proceedings 

On  the  15th  June  1966  at  Barnet  Magistrates'  Court 
proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Pood  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  i960  against  the  proprietors  of  a  Transport 
Cafe  for  7  contraventions  of  Regulations  6.  8,  19  and  23. 

Six  of  the  Summonses  were  proved  and  the  Defendants  were  fined 
a  total  of  £55*  with  £5.  5«  0.  costs. 

Slaughterhouses 


There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district. 


PEST  CONTROL 


The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  the  most  important 
of  the  department's  functions  in  the  field  of  pest  control. 

For  this  purpose  the  Council  employ  a  rodent  operator  and  his 
services  are  available  to  occupiers  of  buildings  and  land  on  a 
rechargeable  basis.  In  the  case  of  dwelling  houses,  however,  a 
nominal  charge  of  2/6d,  is  made. 

Certain  other  pests  of  public  health  significance  are  dealt 
with  from  time  to  time  and  in  particular  large  numbers  of  wasps 
nests  are  destroyed  annually. 

Advice  on  the  eradication  of  farm  pests  such  as  rabbits, 
squirrels,  certain  birds,  etc.  can  be  obtained  from  the  Regional 
Pests  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


Rats  and  Mice 

In  the  year  under  review  182  notifications  of  rats  and/or 
mice  were  received  and  investigated  compared  with  123  during 
1965.  The  number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out  as  a  routine 
measure  or  associated  with  notifications  was  263  compared  with 
297  in  1965*  ond  the  total  number  of  treatments  was  182>  compared 
with  123  last  year. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  methods  of  eradication 
employed  were  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  I^od. 

The  types  of  infestation  encountered  followed  the  usual 
pattern  -  gardens,  yards  and  outbuildings  attached  to  dwelling 
houses  predominating. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
department  during  1966:- 

Number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out 

by  (a)  notification 
(b)  otherwise 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection 

with  Rodent  Control  1129 


Number  of  separate  treatments  carried  out 


Rats 

Mice 

Total 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  .. 

.  ..  161 

22 

183 

(b)  by  Occupiers  . 

.  ..  4 

— 

4 

I65 

22 

187 

Number  of  cases  where  no  infestation  was 

found 

..  76 

The  details  that  follow  show 

the  types  of 

infestation 

dealt  with  by  Local  Authority:- 

Rats 

Mice 

Total 

Dwelling  Houses  . 

..  ..  5 

13 

18 

Gardens  and  Yards  (including  outbuildings)! 30 

- 

130 

Sewers  and  drains  . 

- 

1 

Agricultural  Property  . 

.  ..  6 

- 

6 

Schools  (including  Meals  Centres) 

2 

2 

4 

Shop  Premises  . 

.  ..  4 

4 

8 

Building  Sites  . 

.  ..  5 

1 

6 

Other  Premises  . 

2 

10 

161 

22 

183 

182) 

81) 
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Details  of  action  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949«- 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of 


(a)  treatments  . . 

(b)  structural  work  (proofing)  . . 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served 
Legal  proceedings  instituted 
Premises  rat-proofed  . . 


:: 


Other  Pests 


The  work  carried  out  by  the  department  in  connection  with 
the  eradication  or  insect  pests,  other  than  wasps,  was  confined 
almost  entirely  to  advisory  measures. 

Wasps'  nests  we re  treated  by  the  department  at  95  premises 
and  advice  was  offered  in  many  other  cases. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


The  Urban  District  is  not  within  an  area  defined  as  a 
"black,  area",  and  it  has  no  industrial  smoke  problem.  It  has, 
however,  the  usual  problem  from  dwelling  houses. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

( a)  Smoke  Control  Areas 

During  the  Summer  of  1966,  a.  survey  of  proposed  Smoke 
Control  Area  Number  2  was  carried  out  by  means  of  a  postal 
questionnaire  supplemented,  where  necessary,  by  personal  inspection. 

The  area  concerned  is  bounded  in  the  north  by  a  line 
drawn  through  the  centre  of  Oakmere  Lane  (from  its  junction  with 
the  high.  Street),  part  of  Chace  Avenue,  Tempest  Avenue  and 
Carpenter  Way  to  the  Urban  District  boundary  with  the  London 
Borough  of  Enfield |  in  the  east  by  the  boundary  with  the  London 
Borough  of  Enfield  to  its  junction  with  Wagon  Read;  in  the  south 
by  a  line  drawn  through  the  centre  of  Wagon  Road  to  the  junction 
with  the  Great  North  Road  at  Ganwick;  and  in  the  west  by  a  line 
drawn  through  the  centre  of  Barnet  Road  and  High  Street  to  its 
junction  with  Oakmere  Lane.  The  extent  of  the  area  is  695  acres 
and  it  comprises  1  industrial  building,  88  commercial  premises, 


86i  privately-ovaed  dwellings,  292  Council-owned  houses  and 
11  other  premises;  a  total  of  1,253  buildings. 

.  In  October  1966,  the  Council  made  the  Potters  Bar  Urban 
District  .lumber  2  Smoke  Control  Order,  1966,  declaring  the  above 
c“  IW  Order,  whdh  was  confirmed  by 

1st  ttoltl,  ’  WU1  be°°me  °PeratiVe  °n  the 

(b)  Smoke  Nuisances  (Section  16) 

Only  infrequently  is  it  found  necessary  to  take  any  action 
Se'tfSf  t0  S“ke  nuis-ces-  »°  serious  fLes  occurSS  ^ 

(c)  New  Furnaces  (Section  3) 

Ml  applications  under  Section  3(2)  for  the  prior  approval 
of  new  furnaces  are  dealt  with  jointly  by  the  ngineer  a£d 

fSd  ”VSelf’  bUt  dUr“S  the  year  -PPlioations  "ere 

lation°o?°^nirfi0nS  Under  Se0tion  3(3)  reearding  the  instal- 
iaxion  01  a  new  furnace  were  received. 

(d)  Height  of  Chimneys  (Section  10) 

buildings  (other  than  dwellings,  shops  and 
fices)  which  indicate  the  proposed  erection  of  a  chimney  are 

the  vonr  J?intly  by  tbe  Sn^ineer  and  Surveyor  and  myself /’During 
he  y-ar  three  such  plans  were  received.  The  chimney  heights  & 
shown  on  two  of  these  plans  were  unacceptable  and  we're 
subsequently  amended.  The  third  was  satisfactory. 

( e )  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution 

of  Scientific  ^  T*®*  t0  a  request  by  the  Department 

scientific  &  Industrial  Research  to  co-operate  in  a  national 

su^ey  of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  for  this  purpose  sef^p  f 

air  pollution  measurement  stations.  These  were  established  at 

at  M^tSoSer3cho;i“  °°llab0ration  with  Education  Office, 

»* 

sSwi  tT*  !ien  31111  sent  for  analysis  to  the  Varren 

P^iol  Keading^taken  throughout  £ 

sSStmclHndttSS1^^  by  the  Depart"ent  °f 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  main  provisions  of  this  Act  which  are  designed  to 
safeguard  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  all  persons 
employed  in  offices,  shops  and  warehouses,  railvray  premises,  etc. 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1964. 

The  following  information  is  taken  from  the  Annual  Report 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  period  ended  31st 
Lecerber,  1966s- 

No.  of  registered  or emi ses  s - 

Offices  . .  . .  7  5 

Retail  shops  .  . .  . .  . .  170 

wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ..  .  7 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public, 

canteens .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Fuel  storage  depots  . .  . .  .  . .  NIL 


Total  273 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises s- 

Class  of  workplace  No.  of  persons 

employed 

Offices .  . .  . .  . .  . .  536 

Retail  shops  . .  . . . .  . .  818 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ..  ..  ..  122 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  . .  162 

Canteens  .  . .  5 

Fuel  storage  premises  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  NIL 


Total  1643 


Total  males  741 
"  femades  902 


No.  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 


registered  premises  268 

Applications  for  exemptions; - 

Space  (Section  5(2))  ..  ..  ..  ..  . «  ..  NIL 

Temperature  (Section  6 ) . .  ..  ..  ..  NIL 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  9)  . NIL 

Washing  facilities  (Section  10) .  ..  NIL 

Prosecutions  ..  „.  ..  ..  ..  ..  . ..  NIL 

Accidents 


Six  minor  accidents  were  notified  under  Section  48  of 
the  Act. 


iRAINAGE 


.During  the  year  40  choked  drainage  systems  involving  60 
premises  were  dealt  with  by  the  department,  and  at  7  premises 
the  drainage  systems  were  repaired,  reconstructed  or  enlarged. 


NOISE  A B ATEMENT 


1Q(;n  W^th ,the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act, 
1960,  noise  or  vibration  which  is  a  nuisance"  can  be  dealt  with 
as  a  statutory  nuisance  for  the  purposes  of  Part  III  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  In  the  case  of  a  nuisance  of  thekind 
produced  in  t*e  course  of  a  trade  or  business  it  is  a  defence 
for  the  defendant  to  prove  that  the  best  practicable  means  have 
been  used  for  preventing,  and  for  counteracting  the  effect  of 


During  the  year  only  5  complaints  of  noise  were  received 
and  11  visits  were  made  to  investigate  them. 

pie  complaints  were  in  respect  of  noise  from  a  pneumatic 
road  drill,  power  saw  for  tree  felling,  barking  dogs,  neighbours 
m  adjoining  dwelling  house  and  noise  from  a  tyre  shop. 

None  of  the  alleged  nuisances  was  confirmed,  and  no  formal 
action  was  necessary. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Caravan  Sites 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  6  caravan  sites  in 
occupation,  only  4  of  which  had  planning  permission  and  site 
licences.  In  the  other  2  cases  enforcement  proceedings  under 
planning  were  contemplated.  The  total  number  of  caravans  in  use 
on  these  sites  was  7.  During  the  year  planning  permission  and  site 
icences  expired  m  respect  of  two  more  sites  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  these  had  not  been  renewed,  nor  had  the  caravans  been  removed. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  4  sites  were  still  in  use  without 
current  planning  permission  or  site  licences  and  2  sites  with 
planning  permission  and  site  licences. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 


One  factory  in  which  the  manufacture  of  soft  furnishings 
is  carried  on  is  registered  under  the  above  Act. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


Two  applications  for  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  at  each  shop  conditions  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  licences  were  issued. 


Street  Trading 

No  formal  applications  under  the  Middlesex  County  Council 
Act,  1944s  for  street  trading  licences  were  received. 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Inspection  duties  under  the  Shops  Acts  are  usually 
combined  with  those  under  other  headings  carried  out  at  shop 
premises,  but  many  enquiries  are  dealt  with  usually  in 
connection  with  hours  of  closing,  Sunday  Trading,  etc. 


Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  19th  August, 
1961  repealed  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952. 
No  action  was  needed  during  the  yean. 


Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1965? 
provides  for  the  licensing  of  riding  establishments  by  the 
local  authority.  A  fee  of  10/-d.  is  payable  and  the  licence 
remains  in  force  for  one  year.  In  1966  only  one  licence  was 
issued. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1965 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 
1964,  provides  for  the  licensing  of  animal  boarding  estab¬ 
lishments  by  local  authorities.  A  licence  fee  of  10/-d.  is 
payable  and  the  licence  remains  in  force  for  one  year.  No 
licences  were  issued  in  1966. 


Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 


The  Council's  various  functions  under  the  Acts  and 
Regulations  dealing  with  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit, 
petroleum  mixtures  and  other  substances  subject  to  licence 
control,  are  also  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

No  new  licences  were  issued  during  1966  but  in  two  cases 
amendments  to  existing  licences  were  made  to  allow  for  additional 
storage  of  3,000  and  4*000  gallons  respectively. 

All  new  tanks  are  tested  at  the  time  of  installation 
(usually  by  air  pressure)  and  existing  tanks  are  tested  period¬ 
ically  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  particular  licence 
(usually  by  ullage  test).  During  1966,  2 6  tanks  at  6  premises 
were  tested  prior  to  the  renewal  of  licences. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  33  licences  were  in  force  and  these 
permitted  a  total  storage  capacity  of  134,390. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINI  STRATI  ON 


Visits  and  Inspections  made  during  the  year 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ..  ..  459 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  . .  . «  . .  112 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  . .  ..  352 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act  . .  71 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  and 

Regulations  .  65 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 

Railway  Premises  Act  . .  . .  268 

Shops  Act  visits  and  inspections  . .  .  5 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  . .  53 


Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Rent  Act 
Visits  and  inspections  re  Rodent  Control 


(by  Public  Health  Inspectors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

(by  Rodent  Operator)  . .  . .  ..  . .  .  „  ..  . .  1102 

Administrative  visits  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 


Rehousing  visits,  e  he.  .  „  ..  .  ..  . .  17 

Inspections  under  the  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and 

Welfare  Provisions)  Act  . 

Visits  under  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  14 


Visits  under  Pet  Animals  Act  . .  1 

Visits  under  Rag  Flock  Act  . .  .  .  .  . . . 

Visits  under  Clean  Air  Act  .  „  . . . .  . .  280 

Visits  under  Herts.  C.C.  Act  -  Employment  Agencies  ..  ..  2 

Visits  under  Noise  Abatement  Act  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  . .  11 

Visits  under  Riding  Establishments  Act 

Miscellaneous  visits  ..  . . .  ..  . .  200 

Housing  Management .  . .  . .  . .  . .  397 


Total 


3474 


Details  of  Formal  and  Informal  Action 


Number  of  premises  etc.  in  respect  of  which  informal 

notices  were  given . 129 

Number  of  premises  etc.  where  improvements  were  effected 

following  informal  notices  .  159 


Legal  Proceedings 

Details  of  a  prosecution  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  I960,  are  given  in  the  food  section  of  the  report. 


Appendix 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  I 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  and 

6 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  (i)  in  which 

81 

68 

NIL 

NIL 

Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 

7 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

enforced  N y  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

Total 

94 

68 

NIL 

NIL 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 
by  H.N. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Sanitary 

Conveni ences 
(a)  Insufficient 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL- 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

9 

9 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Total 

9 

9 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Part  VIII 


Outwork  (Sections  135  &  134) 


Making,  Cleaning,  Washing,  etc.  of 

Wearing  Apparel  .  11 

Making  of  Artificial  Flowers  .  1 


' 


I 


